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Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our leammg ; grant that we may in such wise 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 
that by patience and comfort of Thy Holy Word, we may 
Embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
I f life, which thou has given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ 

Jmen, 
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THE 



REVEALED HISTORY OF SIN. 



• *The Revealed History of Sin commences with a 
record of Grod^s declaration, That if a Particular Actm 
should be performed, Man shall Die a death; in 
other words, shall cease from the possession of life. 

Before the appearance of our BlesseA^ Lord, God 
nowhere declared, That either the g^test wicked- 
ness, or the greatest excellence, should modify or 
augment the consequence of His Declaration ; Hence 
as regarded man's knowledge, this consequence was 
universal and unlimited ; No one escaped it ; Nothing 
ameliorated it ; Nothing added to it. 

Again. Before the appearance of our Blessed 

Lord, God nowhere declared. That He himself would 
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4 THE REVEALED HISTORY 

ever ameliorate the consequences of His declaration, 
That He would ever restore the life which He had 
c^ed man to cease to possess. Our Blessed Lord 
teaches on application to him respecting the resur- 
rection of the dead. That man ought to have known 
by Mental Deduction from God's declaration, / cm 
the God of Ahrdham^ an^ of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
that the dead shall rise again to life, that is. That 
all men, whether they be good or whether they be 
evil, shall do so; seeing that the requirements of 
the application to our Blessed Lord, do6s not admit ^ 
of limitation to any particular class of men. 

But this Mental Deduction does not teach. That 
in ceasing to live on earth man^s day of probation 
had passed q|ray for ever, that his day for repentance 
and for reform|tion will never return. It does not 
teach. That death is other to man than a longer 
repose, from which he will awake to pursue that 
course of life which he may choose to select, and so 
to renew his warfare. 

The Old Dispensation therefore in abstaining from 
actual declaration respecting man's capability of 
obtaining Eternal Life, proclaimed, that it extended 
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not beyond the present Life.* Its sacrifices did 
indeed obtain the full pardon of the sins for which 
Almighty God prescribed them, Lev. vi. 7 And the 
priest shall make an atonement for him before the 
Lord : and it shall be forgiven him for everything of 
mil that he hath done in trespassing therein ; but no 
sacrifice was prescribed, To cleanse from the guilt of 
willingness to repeat sin ; and hence though under 
the Old Dispensation, the sinful action was pardoned^ 
the heart might be imchanged, and so unfit for Life 
EtemaL Thus man is able to perceive, why the 
Old Dispensation does not promise to any one 
Eternal Life ; as by such silence, Grod prescribed no 
terms for the awarding of it, but bestowed or with- 
held it altogether as He judged it meet for each 
individual to receive. 

Again. The Old Dispensation in abstaining from 
actual declaration respecting man^s capability of 
obtaining Eternal Life, enables man to perceive, 
how God can justly cleanse from the guilt of that 
action, for the attainment of which cleansing He 



* See Bey. W. H. Johnstone's able Work— Israel after the Flesh; 



6 THE REVEALEir HISTORY 

has prescribed the sacrifice of the blood of Bulls and 
of Goats ; seeing that he that is so cleansed from llie 
guilt of these actions^ and is not changed in heart, 
has no promise, or just expectation, that he will 
never enter an Eternal Sleep in death. Hence can 
it be truly said. It is not possible that the blood of 
Bulls and of Goats can take away sin, that is, the 
whole of sin, and so leave the individual in every 
respect clean. It does indeed cleanse from the sin 
for which God prescribed it, but sacrifice is nowhere 
prescribed, and so does not and cannot cleanse, from 
the sin of willingness to repeat the sinful action, a 
sin, which renders the possessor unfit and incapable 
of dwelling in the presence of God. And hence 
man perceives, how it can be. truly said. That the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin ; seeing 
this cannot mean, that by his blood, no man is 
answerable for sin; but must mean, that no man 
rightly using his blooi, that is, purifying his actions, 
mind, and heart, according to Christ^s commands^ 
can have any sin from which by His blood he is not 
cleans^. 
- Thus then he that conformed to the Old Dispen- 
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sation^ and confined his expectations to that alone 
which Almighty God has actually declared, was not 
desiring and looking for deliverance, from the guilt 
of his personal actions, God having prescribed a 
means for his attainment of that end, See Lev. xvi. 
30, For on that day shall the priest make an atonement 
for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all 
your sins before the Lord; but he was desiring and 
looking for deliverance, from the consequence brought 
on him by Adam, namely. The privation of all 
knowledge concerning Eternal Life. And he that 
extended his expectations to the limits that the 
just deductions from God^s actual declarations would 

sanction, even he was not desiring and looking for 

« 

deliverance, from the guilt of hh personal actions, 

but was desiring and looking for alone an assurance. 

That his warfare was ended. 

The Dispensation of John the Baptist did not 

change man^s condition, in relation to his knowledge 

respecting Eternal Life. It did indeed improve 

man^s condition, in substituting Repentance in the 

place of sacrifice, for the attainment of Remission 

of sins ; and so far, it prepared man for the perfect 

B Q 



8 THE REVEALED HISTORY 

Dispensation which Almighty God designed for him, 
" in making the way straighter, and the rough places 
smoother y^ for man to perceive and accept the change, 
which the Messiah for his benefit came to authorize 
and to teach. 

Thus then when our Blessed Lord appeared, he 
did not come to supply man^s want of Remission of 
his personal sins, by any new method of obtaining it j 
since man in Repentance was already in possession of 
a method, the efficacy of which our Blessed Lord in 
receiving baptism of John in adult age publicly 
acknowledged, and the necessity of which for the 
attainment of the end he continually enforces, as he 
does also, the certainty of its power to secure it. 
See Luke xv. 7, 10, 32 and xxiv. 47, 2 Cor. vii. 10 
and 2 Peter iii. 9 which should be translated. Not 
willing that any shotUd perish, but that all by repent-^ 
ance should succeed. He did not teach, that He was 
come to give man any Aiture blessing, that it was not 
possible for him to receive under the Old Dispen- 
sation ; but we are taught in his Dispensation, that 
He did come, to give man knowledge, which the Old 
Dispenlsation did not give, for thus do we read, not^ 
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That he hath given to man life and immortality ; since 
he himself declared, that every man was in possession 
of these when he came^ / am the God of Abraham 
^c ; but^ That he hath brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. That an eye was not to be 
taken for an eye, or a tooth for a tooth. That men 
were no longer to hate their enemies, or to put away 
their vnves for every cause. That man shall give 
an account for every idle word he spoke ; and that 
whoso Ivsteth in his mind, is virtually guilty of 
the act. 

If the knowledge which our Blessed Lord came to 
teach man^ was by Infinite Wisdom withheld from 
man on account of sin ; and if it appeared to Infinite 
Wisdom^ that the best^ not to say^ the indispensable 
mode of attaining the removal of man's ignorance, 
consisted, in the undergoing of pain and suflFering, 
such as our Blessed Lord endured, perhaps to teach 
the Patient Martyr, or the Agonized Diseased Saint, 
that their sufierings were not marks of God's dis- 
pleasure; surely then, the description is just. That 
He was bruised for our transgressions, He bore owr 
sins in his own body on the tree, and that by His 
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Stripes tve are healed. That God laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. That He purchased redemption for 
us, and gave his life a sacrifice and ransom for us, 
and for our sins; and not only just, but it enables 
man to perceive, how our Blessed Lord can say, Thy 
faith hath saved thee, go in peace. 

Thus then do men of the present day stand in 
relation to" sin. Their redemption in relation to 
their Personal Sins, whether of Mind, Heart, or 
Action, is obtained alone by Repentance ; by Repen- 
tance alone do they stand before God pure and 
accepted in his sight ; and are partakers of Eternal 
Life. But their B/cdemption in relation to their 
state in this world in consequence of Sin; Their 
want of knowledge, that if Penitent they are pure 
and accepted by Grod; Their want of Assurance, 
that if Penitent, they do possess Eternal Life ; their 
Brcdemption from this state is obtained alone by our 
Blessed Lord; Seeing that he alone purchased by 
His blood the Bedemption from this ignorance, and 
from the misery, and groaning and travelling together 
in pain of all creation, to which in consequence of it, 
all were unable to see any deliverance. 
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Hitherto I have omitted all express notice of the 
connexion between Faith and Sin, how far the one has 
any effect upon the other. As there is nothing in the 
natural relations of Sin, that prescribes to man any 
means which necessarily obtains the pardon of trans- 
gression, it follows, that by whatever means the par- 
don of Sin is obtained by man, whether by Sacrifice, 
or by Repentance, it can only be obtained by the exer- 
cise of Faith by the party obtaining it, in the efficacy 
of the means he employs. Hence under the Old Dis- 
pensation, except the Jew had faith to so believe in 
the efficacy of the Sacrifice appointed, as to induce 
him to offer it, he was unable to obtain the pardon 
of his Sin ; and so in like manner under the New 
Dispensation, he that has not such faith in the 
promise of our Blessed Lord, that sincere Repen- 
tance secures the pardon of his Personal Sins, as to 
lead him to seek for pardon by Repentance, he is not 
able to obtain it. Holy Scripture teaches, that by 
faith alone in the promises of our Blessed Lord, man 
obtains the cleansing of himself from that sin, which 
deprives him in this world of the knowledge and of 
the Assurance of his acceptance with God, and of 
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his possession in this world of that life which never 
has an end. But although Faith alone thus operates 
for man in this particular^ Holy Scripture nowhere 
tea;ches^ that by itself^ it does effect the pardon of 
man^s Personal Sin ; to effect that end under the 
New Dispensation^ Holy Scripture teaches^ that Re- 
pentance is indispensable ; but Holy Scripture does 
teach^ that to obtain in this world the pardon of the 
Bin by which man in this world is held in a state of 
alienation to God^ it is Faith^ unconnected with Re- 
pentance or any other means^ that ahne obtains the 
Remission of it. 

In like manner^ hitherto^ I have omitted all express 
notice of the connexion between the Holy Spirit and 
Sin^ how far the one has any effect upon the other^ 
inasmuch as I am not aware of any passage of Holy 
Scripture, in which it is declared, that however much 
man may be dependent on the Holy Spirit, for the 
obtaining of the pardon of his sins, that that aid is 
ever so withheld from him, in his use of the means 
prescribed by God for the attainment of pardon, as to 
deprive him of perfect free agency in the matter ; or 
to render him so dependent on its aid, as to make its 
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attainment a farther separate and independent means 
for the effecting of the pardon he seeks. 

In opposition to that which precedes, Let it be 
shewn, how Repentance or Sacrifice other than the 
Blood of Christ cannot obtain the pardon of any 
man^s Personal Sins ; and yet that it is just to assert, 
the repeated declaration of Holy Scripture, That God 
is no respecter of persons ; hence that a good Chris- 
tian, Jew, Turk, or Chinese, are all equally respected 
by Him, for He declares. That to each man He mil 
render according to his works ; hence. Not according 
to his knowing or not knowing Christ, but. According 
to his doing or riot doing what he does know. 

Or, Let it be shewn, how the blood of Jesus Christ 
can alone cleanse man from his Personal Sins ; and 
yet that it can justly be asserted. That the benefit 
man obtains from Christ, as to the numbers effected, 
exceeds the injury he derived from Adam. See 
Rom. V. 15. 

The foregoing pages contain what God has re- 
vealed in Holy Scripture respecting the origin of 
Sin, its ultimate consequences, and the requirements 
for its ftdl pardon ; so that each man, and all men. 
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shall stand before Him puiv^ ^^ without spot, wrinkle, 
blemish, or any such thing,^^ The requirements for 
the pardon of Sin recorded in these pages^ are con- 
fined to those commanded by God for that end; 
others which Man now deems necessary, I consider 
in my Work entitled The Revealed History of Man. 



FINIS. 



I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a Hving sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world; but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mmd, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
Bom. xii. 1. 
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